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offender of his means of livelihood. When a Hindu's
anger is excited, truth, honour, trust, are all forgotten,
and no means left unemployed that can injure an
enemy in character, purse, and position. The term
"mild Hindu" is the purest sarcasm; they submit to
oppression and cruelty because physically incapable of
resistance, not from inherent mildness and readiness
to forgive. Let the opportunity be given to avenge
themselves, and they are very vindictive. They do
not use the knife or the dagger, it is true, but they
resort to poison, and, what is sometimes even worse,
the poison of their own untruthful tongues.

There are those who say that there is no such thing
as morality amongst the Hindus; this is an exaggerated
statement. There is widespread immorality, but it is
not universal. A Brahman gentleman, writing m the
Calcutta Review, says, " Sexual impurity is, it is true,
scarcely considered a sin in the males." * I should say
that in the villages purity of morals prevails generally.
Men and women work hard in the fields or in the home,
and, returning at dusk, seldom go out until the following
day. There are few idlers to lead others astray, nor are
there many opportunities of evil. Though occasionally
cases of infidelity come to light there, I should say that
the morals of the villagers and working classes would
compare favourably with those of the same class else-
where. In the villages many are left widows. These,
if openly unchaste, have to migrate into the towns,
because they are not allowed to live with the families
they have disgraced. Abortion and infanticide are not
confined to the larger towns, but are also rife in the
villages.

But of the morality of the towns little can be said*

* Vol. ii. p. 23.
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